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DRD trends The Netherlands

2010 2011 2012 … 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Total 94 103 118 152 123 198 235 262 224 252 295

Opiates 37 33 28 52 40 65 74 127 104 124 164

Cocaine 14 19 22 24 24 40 38 55 40 45 61

Other 43 51 68 76 59 93 123 80 80 83 70
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Source: Causes of Death Statistics, Statistics Netherlands (CBS), data delivered to the Trimbos Institute,

Netherlands Institute of Mental Health and Addiction on 06-09-2021.
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Possible drivers

• Continued ageing of opioids users

• Inclusion of medical opioids

• More detection and more registration due to
electronic delivery of data
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Source data

• Source: Causes of Death Statistics, Statistics 

Netherlands (CBS), data delivered to the Trimbos

Institute, Netherlands Institute of Mental Health and 
Addiction on 06-09-2021.

• Has continued as before during 2020.
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Responses

• The special register under development will have 
to give more clarity.

• First data during 2022.
• Source: Vercoulen, E., Ceelen, M., Dorn, T., Buster, M., Croes, E., & Van Laar, 

M. (2021). Drugsgerelateerde sterfte in beeld: Onderzoek naar de praktijk van 

de detectie en registratie van drugsgerelateerde sterfte en ontwikkeling van 

een blauwdruk voor een speciaal register [Drug-related mortality in picture: 

Research into the practice of detection and registration of drug-related mortality

and development of a blueprint for a special register]. Utrecht/Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands: Trimbos-instituut/GGD Amsterdam.


