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Funding and origin of the project 

2013-2015 Financial support from the DPIP/ISEC 

Programme of the European Union 

 

 since 2015 Support from EMCDDA 

 

 
 

 

DPIP Drug Prevention and Information Programme 

 



Why Euro-DEN …?  

EU Drugs Strategy [2005-12] 

 

“New approaches are required to improve the knowledge 

of drug-related adverse consequences and assess the 

risks associated with drugs, in general, and new 

psychoactive substances (NPS) in particular” 

 



• Systematic data reported on a number of key indicators 

– Prevalence of drug use 

– Drug seizures 

– High risk drug use population estimates 

– Drug-related deaths  

 

• But no systematic data on acute drug toxicity 

– Despite this being a key public health indicator on the health 

impact of drug use 

Acute drug toxicity  



• Triangulation of current indicators with novel sources of 

information: including  

• hospital emergency services 

• waste water analysis 

• syringe residue 

• data from drug checking services 

 

Need for complementary source on acute 

drug toxicity 

 



• a ‘sentinel’ network of emergency hospital settings 

• local approvals are necessary 

• Prospective systematic inclusion of all presentations with 

acute drug toxicity 

 Case definition: Presentations are included if they have a history of use or clinical 

features consistent with acute established illicit/recreational drug or NPS toxicity, 

or if they relate to misuse of a prescription/over-the-counter medicine 

 

• Minimum dataset (key demographics, clinical and outcome 

variables) returned every 2 months to the lead centre in 

London (coordination: Prof. P Dargan, D. Wood, A. Dines) 

 

 

Euro-DEN plus: design and methods 



5529 presentations 

Euro-DEN: Year Oct 2013 – Sept 2014     

16 sentinel centres in 10 countries 

 



32 active 

centres 

22 countries  

 

Euro-DEN Plus in 2020 



Euro-DEN Plus - findings 

• 23,947 presentations in the first 4 years 

• Up to 3.3% of presentations to the emergency 

departments (ED)  

 

• 2018 : 9 903 presentations in 31 centres 

•  33 880 presentations for 2014-2018 



Presentations by age and gender, 2014-2017 

(n=23,718] 
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Top 20 drugs identified (no. of reports) in Euro-

DEN Plus presentations 2014-2017*  
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*(out of 36,232 drug identifications (excluding alcohol) involved in 23,947 presentations) 



Top 25 drugs identified (no. of reports) in 

Euro-DEN Plus presentations 2018  



Presentations involving cocaine and 

amphetamines, 2018 



Value of local level monitoring to triangulate 

with other data on drug use and harm 

 

Oslo OAEOC (Norway) 

London STH (UK) 

Main drugs involved in the presentations 
in the two largest centres, 2017 
 





Conclusions 

Euro-DEN Plus:  

• Insight into acute drug toxicity in Europe 

• Implemented in two thirds of the European countries 

• Continued recruitment of hospitals  

• Outputs with scientific and policy relevance   

• Triangulation with other datasets will increase public 

health relevance 

• Large dataset potential for research and exploration of 

specific topics 



Most recent publication: Technical report 2020 

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/technical-reports/drug-related-hospital-

emergency-presentations-in-europe_en 
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Contact Prof. Paul Dargan  - Euro-DEN Plus Project coordinator 

And for the EMCDDA Isabelle.giraudon @emcdda.europa.eu 
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