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The DRD network 

A European Network 

 30 members 

 6 IPA countries 

 5 European Neighbourhood 

Policy partners (EU4MD) 

 External experts  

 

- Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance, IPA: Albania, Bosnia 
Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia 

- European Neighbourhood Policy partners: Armenia, Georgia, Moldova, 
Tunisia, Ukraine – all active partners of the EU4MD projects 

 



  Objectives and main sources of the EMCDDA 

epidemiological indicator on drug-related deaths 
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- Three pillars to build a robust complete useful 

picture of the situation, problems and needs.  

- A base to build on: responses, policies, evaluation 

of the impact of interventions 

 



  Objectives and main sources  
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• Monitoring/rapid information on overdose (so called 
drug-induced deaths) 

Pillar 1  General mortality registers (national statistics) 

Pillar 2  Special registers (forensic toxicology, police) 

 

• Monitoring all causes of deaths among people who 
use drugs 

Pillar 3  Linkage or longitudinal cohorts studies 

 

 Informing policies, responses, the implementation of 
what works, and assessment of the impact of responses 

 



Sources used by the countries to report drug-

related deaths to the EMCDDA.  
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Source Frequently asked questions (FAQ). Drug overdose deaths in Europe, 2019 
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/topic-overviews/content/faq-drug-
overdose-deaths-in-europe_en#question16 

- Most countries report data from both 

sources (general and special 

registers), which allows triangulation 

and validation of the data 

 

- Countries report data every year 

 

- General mortality register (national 

statistics on the causes of deaths) is 

a key source. DRD monitoring 

requires institutional support and 

EMCDDA recommends setting up a  

multidisciplinary national working 

group 

 

- Work is on-going in several countries 

to work with special registries 



Objectives and corresponding activities 
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1) Quantify (how many deaths, where, when?) 

- Statistical Bulletin, revised template 

- 2020 statistical bulletin: 
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/data/stats2020/drd 

- Dashboard project continued  

 

2) Characterise (substances, circumstances?) 

- Forensic toxicologists and special registers promoted, following 
up on previous projects: 
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/technical-
reports/analysis-post-mortem-toxicology-practices-drug-related-
death-cases-europe_en 

- Ad hoc questions explored (MDMA study in 2019-20) 
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Objectives and corresponding activities 
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3) Validate (true number? real health burden?) 

- Cross indicator-validation of opioid-related deaths 

  

4) Link with responses and inform policy making 

 - EMCDDA initiative, Knowledge questionnaire 



ActivitiesUpdates 
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• 5) Assess health threats 

• Trendspotter studies on the impact 

of the COVID19 pandemic on 

services, drug use and harms 

 

•  two rapid ‘trend spotter’ surveys 

with indispensable contributions 

from experts in drug-related harms 

(many DRD experts, emergency 

clinicians, drug treatment clinicians, 

public health specialists) 

 

 

 

 

 



Few words on cohort and linkage studies 
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• Need to answer key policy questions 

• Expertise in many countries 

• Many studies on-going and new initiatives but visibility 

and utility could be increased 

• Need to give more to policy makers and to document 

what works, and who is more vulnerable 

• Cohort project kick off in 2020 with experts interested 

and or involved in cohorts or linkage studies 



New data – reported in October 2019 
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Provisional data were presented for discussion 

  

(Embargoed until 2021) 

 

In the meantime, most recent publications:  
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/ 

See also updates on drug-related deaths: 

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/topics/drug-related-deaths 
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Promoting best practices and responses for 

reducing drug related deaths   
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Thank you  

 

To the participating DRD national experts, invited experts, Reitox 
National Focal Points, EMCDDA DRD coordination group and 
colleagues involved in the 2020 online expert meeting.  

 

More information is available on the expert meeting from 

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/event/2020/10/expert-meeting-drug-
related-deaths-drd-2020_en 

Incl.  Agenda, participants, presentations, supporting documents, links... 
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