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The DRD network

A European Network
= 30 members
= 6 |PA countries

= 5 European Neighbourhood
Policy partners (EU4MD)

= External experts

T
o

- Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance, IPA: Albania, Bosnia
Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia

- European Neighbourhood Policy partners: Armenia, Georgia, Moldova,
E\ Tunisia, Ukraine — all active partners of the EU4MD projects



Objectives and main sources of the EMCDDA
epidemiological indicator on drug-related deaths

- Three pillars to build a robust complete useful
picture of the situation, problems and needs.

- A base to build on: responses, policies, evaluation
of the impact of interventions



Objectives and main sources

« Monitoring/rapid information on overdose (so called
drug-induced deaths)

Pillar 1 General mortality registers (national statistics)
Pillar 2 Special registers (forensic toxicology, police)

« Monitoring all causes of deaths among people who
use drugs

Pillar 3 Linkage or longitudinal cohorts studies

- Informing policies, responses, the implementation of
what works, and assessment of the impact of responses
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Sources used by the countries to report drug-
related deaths to the EMCDDA.

DRD sources

General register
Special registel

Both types of

register

Most countries report data from both
sources (general and special
registers), which allows triangulation
and validation of the data

Countries report data every year

General mortality register (national
statistics on the causes of deaths) is
a key source. DRD monitoring
requires institutional support and
EMCDDA recommends setting up a
multidisciplinary national working

group

Work is on-going in several countries
to work with special registries

Source Frequently asked questions (FAQ). Drug overdose deaths in Europe, 2019
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/topic-overviews/content/fag-drug-

overdose-deaths-in-europe_en#questionl6



Objectives and corresponding activities

1) Quantify (how many deaths, where, when?)

- Statistical Bulletin, revised template

- 2020 statistical bulletin:
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/data/stats2020/drd

- Dashboard project continued

2) Characterise (substances, circumstances?)

- Forensic toxicologists and special registers promoted, following
up on previous projects:
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/technical-
reports/analysis-post-mortem-toxicology-practices-drug-related-
death-cases-europe en

- Ad hoc questions explored (MDMA study in 2019-20)
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Objectives and corresponding activities

3) Validate (true number? real health burden?)
- Cross indicator-validation of opioid-related deaths

4) Link with responses and inform policy making
- EMCDDA initiative, Knowledge guestionnaire

Facts and myths about overdose and take-home naloxone — EMCDDA
publishes new resources

Lizbon 31.08.2020 E

Ovwver the past five years, more than 40 000 people have died of a drug-related

overdose in the European Union and the UK; around 80% of these being linked to the
use of heroin or other opioids. Yet, with effective intervention, they could have been Take-home naloxone (2020)
preven ted.

Take-home naloxone




Activities2>Updates

* 5) Assess health threats

« Trendspotter studies on the impact
of the COVID19 pandemic on
services, drug use and harms

« > two rapid ‘trend spotter’ surveys
with indispensable contributions
from experts in drug-related harms
(many DRD experts, emergency
clinicians, drug treatment clinicians,
public health specialists)

June 2020

EMCDDA trendspotter briefing
June 2020

Impact of COVID-19 on patterns of drug use and drug-
related harms in Europe

The situation regarding the COVID-13 p and resp toit to evolve
rapidly. Regular updates are provided by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and
Contral and the World Health Organization. and in most countries national public health
guidelines are available. The EMCDDA has created a COVID-13 resource hub that provides
access to up-to-date materials on drugs and COVID-13-related issues.

Since the start of 2020, European countries have been experiencing an unprecedented public healin
threat with the emergence of the coranavirus disease (COVID-18). In order to investigate the effects
and implications of this pandemic for people who use drugs in Europe, the Eurapean Menitoring
Gentre for Drups and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) instigated a mixed-method trendspotter study to
investigata the current situstion. This briefing provides a snapshot of the state of piay with respect to
the impact of GOVID-18 on drug consumption pattems and drug-related harms during the early

EMCDDA trendspotter briefing
May 2020

Impact of COVID-19 on drug services
and help-seeking in Europe

The situation regarding putdlc health respanees to the COVID-13 pandemic I rapidly evolving. Up-to-
dats Information can ba found In the guldalines preparsd by national public haalth sources and tha
reguiar updates from fhe Eurcpean Canirs for Disease Prevenflan and Contrel and the World Healin
Organization. The EMCDDA has created a COVID-13 resourcs hub for people who use druge and drug
service providers.

Since the start of 2020, European countries have been experiencing an unprecedented public health
threat with the emergence of the coronavirus disease (COVID-18). In order to investigate the effects
and implications of this pandemic for dru services in Europe, the European Monitoring Centre for
Drusge and Drug Addicsion instigated 3 mixed-method trendspatter study o provide a snapshot of the
current situation. This exercise provides 2 rapid assessment of the state of play in respect to the
impact of COVID-18 on service provision and heip-seeking behaviour among people who use drugs.

Preliminary findings suggest there has been a decling in the availability of European drug services
during the first two manths of the pandemic, both those providing trestment and those providing hiarm




Few words on cohort and linkage studies

 Need to answer key policy questions
« Expertise in many countries

« Many studies on-going and new Initiatives but visibility
and utility could be increased

 Need to give more to policy makers and to document
what works, and who is more vulnerable

« Cohort project kick off in 2020 with experts interested
and or involved in cohorts or linkage studies



New data — reported in October 2019

Provisional data were presented for discussion

(Embargoed until 2021)

In the meantime, most recent publications:
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/

See also updates on drug-related deaths:
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/topics/drug-related-deaths
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Promoting best practices and responses for
reducing drug related deaths

g Ec—

Best practice Puplications

Data Countries Topics (A~

Preventing overdose deaths in Europe

Preventing
opioid overdose
deaths with
take-home
naloxone
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I’i BACDDA hoeme Dage

#GetTheFactsEDR2020

Dovwndosd the report

rends and Dewvelopments (English
3nly}

European
Drug Report

Trends and Developments

T
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2020

European Drug Report 2020

COVID-19

sEryipesT

Drug use and harms

Drug markets

trafficking trends?

#GetTheFactsEDR2020

Launch detzilz  Press material Aodiovisual  MNational lsunches

Key Issues (24 languages)

European
Drug Report

KEY ISSUES

2020

Fay Issuss (42 pmpes)
Trike remart avaliabls In 24 BROUusiss nressris 3

How is the COVID-19 pandemic affecting dreg wse, supphy and

What are the heslth costs of drug use in Europs today?

What do the lstest data tell ws sbout drug production snd

These and other guestions are explored in the 2020
European Drug Report, our annual overview of the drug
situation in Europe, launched on 22 September.

Statistical
Bulletin 2020

The arruzl Sttisticsl
Bullztin contains Me
miest recent kb
data on e dnug
SRuzon In Eurcpe
provided by Bhe hamiber
Stzizs These dteselts
uridenoin e ksl
nreseried In e
Eurcpean Drug Report
&l dzta may be viewed
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Thank you

To the participating DRD national experts, invited experts, Reitox
National Focal Points, EMCDDA DRD coordination group and
colleagues involved in the 2020 online expert meeting.

More information is available on the expert meeting from

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/event/2020/10/expert-meeting-drug-
related-deaths-drd-2020 en

Incl. Agenda, participants, presentations, supporting documents, links...
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